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smallest number was between 2 and 3 a.m., 656. The chief entrance 
was by way of London Bridge, over which 107,421 came. 

The number of vehicles entering the City between 5 a.m. and 9 p.m. 
was 85,826 ; between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m., 6,546 ; or 92,372 for the 
twenty-four hours. Between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. the number did not 
vary greatly, ranging from 5522 to 7860 an hour, the maximum being 
between 10 and 11 a.m. The enumeration was of persons and 
vehicles entering the City. Naturally, about the same number must 
also have gone out, but no account was made of those. 

F. A. Currier. 



WORK OF THE STATISTICAL SEMINARY AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF VIENNA. 



Bericht ilber die thatigheit des statistischen Seminars an der K. K. 
Universitat Wien im Winter semester, 1891-92. By Dr. Hermann v. 
Schullern-Schrattenhofen. In the Statislische Monatschrift, October, 
1892. 

We have here a report of the work done in the statistical semi- 
narium of the University of Vienna during the last winter semester. 
The subject chosen for investigation was the statistics of taxation, and 
the field was divided among the various attendants upon the course. 
As a result, papers were prepared upon the following topics: 1. The 
place of an income tax in a system of taxation. 2. The report of the 
Austrian government respecting direct personal taxes. 3. Income 
taxes in Saxe- Weimar, Hesse, Saxony, and Hamburg. 4. The aboli- 
tion of exemptions from real property taxation in Prussia. 5. The 
taxation of alcoholic liquors in Austria, and its economic effects. 
6. The taxation of transfers of stocks and commercial paper. 7. The 
taxes upon rent in Lower Austria. 8. Austrian municipal finance. 
9. International comparative finance statistics. 

Of the many interesting statistical tables compiled and presented, 
only a single excerpt can here be given. For example, the relation of 
the income tax to other direct taxes in Austria, for the year 1892, is 
shown on the following page. 

The direct taxes produced 18.3 per cent of the total governmental 
revenue. And during recent years the development of the income 
tax has been greater than that of other kinds of direct taxes. 
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Direct Taxes. 



Land tax 

Building- tax 

Five per cent tax 

Tax on business profits. . . 

Income tax 

Collection fees 

Interest from delinquents 

Total 



Gulden. 



36,052,000 

30,200,000 

1,856,000 

11,284,000 

26,442,000 

720,000 

318,000 



106,822,000 



Per Cent. 



33.7 

28.3 

1.7 

10.6 

24.7 

0.7 

0.3 



Victor Rosewateb. 



LOCAL PUBLIC RECORDS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



The Report ou the Custody and Condition of the Public Records of 
Parishes, Towns, and Counties in Massachusetts for 1892 has recently 
appeared. In it the Commissioner, Robert T. Swan, makes com- 
plaint of the manner in which state laws are neglected by many town 
and county clerks. 

The social position of the state is based largely upon the records 
furnished by the cities and towns, and the State laws require such 
records to be scrupulously cared for. In his Report, Mr. Swan shows, 
what little attention these laws have received, and how carelessly 
records are kept. There has been some improvement since 1890. but 
in many places the current events are still imperfectly recorded or 
sometimes grossly neglected. These facts serve to draw our atten- 
tion to the uncertainty which must accompany oar social laws so loii» 
as they are founded upon records so poorly managed. 

The assessors' records in Massachusetts towns, prior to about 1825, 
are usually preserved in files or in very small pamphlets. From that 
time until about 1860 they are kept in larger books, usually unbound. 
Since 1860 they have been kept in the cumbersome form furnished by 
the Commonwealth. The records are usually poorly protected from, 
fire and flood, and comparatively few only are stored in vaults. 

Mr. Swan makes the usual complaint in regard to the registration) 
of births, marriages, and deaths, which at present is based largely 
upon a house-to-house canvass. Returns made in this way cannot be 
reliable, and illegitimate births are sure to be concealed from the 
canvasser. G. N. C. 



